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On the Capital Plan of Nanking in the Early Years of
Nationalist Era, 1928-1929

Chun-hsiung Wang
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The article explores the “planning discourse” behind the Capital Plan
of Nanking, the first city planning project in modern China, and analyzes
the relationship between knowledge and power that it implied. First, with
the need for state-building, the Nationalist government introduced Western
city planning, which was considered advanced, scientific knowledge, to
reinforce its legitimacy. In addition to the application of Western city
planning, the planners’ own “invention” of the palace architecture as
Chinese “traditional” style was included in the Capital Plan in order to
make it both “modern” and “national.” Second, the Capital Plan also
served to increase the powers of certain individuals. With two political
forces contesting the Capital Plan, the city planners elevated the
competitive superiority of power-holders based on the above discursive
strategy. Third, the Capital Plan was created to reinforce political powers
and was eventually dismantled due to incompatibility of those powers.
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Through analyzing the Capital Plan, this article not only clarifies the
particular historical context in which the first Chinese city planning
“project” was developed, but also demonstrates how city planning became
part of the authoritarian rule of the Nationalist government.

Keywords: Capital Plan, Nanking, city planning, state-building,
planning discourse, knowledge / power



