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Functions of Customary Gifts in Taiwan (Red Envelope) and the

Solomon Islands.

Desmond Melerski Tige

I have developed an interest in the study of societies and their cultures and
traditions especially in Asia and in Melanesian societies. The culture of gift
presentations during big days has always an important practice in our society. Giving
gifts can be for maintaining of friendship, socialization, compensation, bride price
and as well as land purchase ceremonies. These functions have been mentioned by
several scholars like Miki Nomura and John F. Sherry Jnr influenced by the writing
of the French Sociologist Marcel Mauss “The Gift”, and also from Levi Strauss and
Malinowski. The intention of these research paper was to compare Red Envelope
(hongbao) tradition in Taiwan and the types of customary gifts with similar functions
to red envelope in the Solomon Islands. This includes red money (tafuliae), ei vanga,
sigo, also the mention of similar practice in American Indian tribes (potlatch system).

This is an interesting area of study, to observe the evolution and understand the
meaning of gift giving practices, and the influence it had on society. In Taiwanese
culture, one of the convenient types of gift giving tradition that survived the test of
time is the Red Envelope tradition, this is because it can be practice anywhere and
does not need big labor to make it work. Traditions and customs evolved overtime,
the meanings will also change, it happens so to fit the current situation. Cultures such
as birthdays and Christmas that usually go with gift gifting are newly introduced in
the Solomon Islands and in Taiwan as well. These too, I would like to conduct further
research about their functions and the role they play in maintain social relationship

in the society today.
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(tafuliae),Chupu, matrilineal system and patrilineal



